
YOUR COMPLIANCE EXPERT |    www.cirs-group.com

Introduction of Chemical 
Regulations in India
18/07/2024

Bryan Zhou
Senior Regulatory Consultant
CIRS Europe
Bryan.zhou@cirs-group.com

mailto:li.xiang@cirs-reach.com


YOUR COMPLIANCE EXPERT    | www.cirs-group.com

01 Chemical Management 

in India
02 Introduction to the 5th 

Draft of ICMSR – Schedule,  
Scope, Organizations

03 Key compliance 

Obligations
04 Compliance Tips



YOUR COMPLIANCE EXPERT    | www.cirs-group.com

Chemical Management in India

01



YOUR COMPLIANCE EXPERT    |    www.cirs-group.com

Chemicals Management in India

The legal basis or chemical management rules in India can be found in the  
Environment (Protection) Act, 1986

The objectives of this Act are:

• To protect and improve the quality of the environment

• To prevent, control, and abate environmental pollution

Currently, two main sets of rules apply to chemicals management in India

Manufacture, Storage and Import of  

Hazardous Chemicals Rules, 1989

Chemicals Accidents (Emergency Plan  

ning, Preparedness and Response)  

Rules, 1996

• Safety reporting

• Emergency planning

• Import of Hazardous Chemicals

• Crisis Groups to deal with chemical  

accidents

• Crisis Alert System
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Indian Chemicals Management and Safety Rules(ICMSR)

The ICMSR will replace both sets of rules.

They establish:
• Notification, Registration and Restriction

of Substances
• Labelling and Packaging 

requirements  for Substances
• Safety procedures for the manufacturing, 

handling  and import of chemicals
• Preparation for and management of

chemical accidents

Chapter I – Definition, Objectives and Scope

Chapter I – Indian National Chemical Authority

Chapter III – Notification, Registration and 
Restrictions
on Use

Chapter IV – Safety and Accident Preparedness

Chapter V – Labelling and Packaging

Chapter VI – 

Miscellaneous  

Schedules (I to XIX)

August 24, 2020
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Indian Chemicals Management and Safety Rules(ICMSR)

Different Roles
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Indian Chemicals Management and Safety Rules(ICMSR)

• Indian national or entity registered in  India

• Can be appointed by foreign entities who  want to place 

Substances on the Indian  market

• Responsible for the compliance of the  foreign entity 

appointing them

• Authorized Representative has a similar  function as “Only 

Representative” in EU-  REACH & K-REACH.Shall appoint an Indian Legal entity to  
comply with ICMS Rules on its behalf

Foreign Manufacturer of

Substance
Substance in

Mixture
Priority Substance

in Article

Authorized Representative
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Key Compliance Obligations

Scope Timeline Updating Subjects

Notification All substances Initial Nnotification 
Period: Existing 
Substances

New Substances: 
Prior to market 
placement

Annual Report Manufacturers
Importers
Authorised 
Representatives

Registration Substances listed in 
Schedule II (“Priority 
Substances required 
to be registered)

18 months after 
inclusion in Schedule 
II

Annual report 
Schedule II will be 
regularly updating

Manufacturers
Importers
Authorised 
Representatives
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Notification Timeline

• Any operator complying with other regulations – may also notify
• Polymers are not defined within current draft.
• Require to be notified within Initial Notification Period – 180 days
• Any operator – that has not notified in Initial Notification Period

All Substances placed in 
Indian  Territory in 
quantities above 1 tonne  
per annum (TPA):
• Existing Substances: 

Placed before  the end of 
the Initial Notification  
Period

• New Substances: 
Placed after the  end of 
the Initial Notification  
Period
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Data Requirement for Notification

• Notifier Details

• Substance Identifiers

• Impurities

• Tonnage

• Substance Structural details & Spectra

• Hazard Classification

• Uses

• Downstream users

• Max storage capacity

• SDS



YOUR COMPLIANCE EXPERT    |    www.cirs-group.com

Notification Procedure

The ICMSR provides for the public availability of:
• Substance information

• Substance uses

• Substance classification

Confidentiality requests can be made on the basis of:

• Trade secrets

• Proprietary business information

• Other data and information related to intellectual property

Confidentiality may not be requested for:

• Substance classifications

• Endpoint summaries
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Notification Fee and Certificate

An Enterprise needs to be below both ceilings to fit in a category

Type of
enterprise

Investment in Plant and Machinery or
Equipment

Turnover

Micro 10,000,000 ₹ (~131,209 $) 50,000,000 ₹ (~656,046 $)

Small 100,000,000 ₹ (~1,312,093 $) 500,000,000 ₹ (~6,560,465 $)

Medium 500,000,000 ₹ (~6,560,465 $) 2,500,000,000 ₹ (~32,802,325 $)
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Intermediates

All Transported Isolated Intermediates (TII) needs to be Notified

Intermediates that are Priority Substances (Sch. II) to Be Registered:

• < 1000 TPA – basic registration

• > 1000 TPA – full registration**
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Priority Substance

Potentially 4700 substances could be implicate based upon priority substance definition

Labelling and packaging requirements (Rules 33 & 34)

Some Priority Substances may require Registeration – currently 748 substances are listed as Priority 
Substances for Registeration in Schedule II

Certain Priority Substances may be added in Schedule X, and/or XI, and/or XII – transport and accident 
prevention of hazardous substances (Rule 16(3))
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Schedule II – Substances to be Registered
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Comparison between EU-REACH & ICMSR
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Compliance Tips

• Set up a regulatory team

• Prepare an Inventory of substances being handled

• Identify the quantity placed in India

• Initiate communication with downstream users

• Update SDS in accordance with GHS Rev. 8

• Stay updated on the ICMSR

• Hold internal training activities on the ICMSR

• Follow up on the substance list: Substances to be registered (Schedule II), Restricted or  Prohibited 
Substances (Schedule VI) and Hazardous Chemicals (Schedules X, XIand XII)



CIRS Service Why CIRS

EU REACH

UK REACH

China Chemical Management

Korea REACH

Taiwan TCSCA

Global GHS

Training &Testing

4000+ global SDS & Label every year

3000+ K-REACH pre-registration

2000+ EU REACH registration

2000+ China REACH typical notification

Designed TPR(Third Party Representative) service

Full one-stop compliance service in China

Customized on-site/online training service

Thanks!

Chemical Inspection & Regulation Service Limited

CIRS, Regus Harcourt Centre, Dublin, Ireland, D02 HW77

T  +353 1 477 3710          E  service@cirs-group.com

LinkedIn

www.cirs-group.com

http://www.cirs-group.com/
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