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Structure of the CHEM - policy Area in Austria

• The Ministry : Chemicals Policy and Biocides directorate, 28 
Persons;

• The Agency: Chemicals and Biocides Unit, 30 Persons
• The Federal Provinces: Chemicals Inspectorates in all of the 9 

provinces; 25 persons
• Within the Agency (“Umweltbundesamt”) several units are 

dealing with Chempol. Issues (Monitoring, Toxicology…)
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Chemicals Policy – Main elements
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REACH and  
CLP - (incl. PFAS, Microplastics)

Biocides/Pesticides,
Authorisation 
Responsibilty!

Detergents
Specific Limitations

(VOCs, F-Gases, Pellets)

UN – Conventions
Implementing 
Instruments 

PIC, POP, Montreal, Minamata
GfC, Plastics to come!
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International arena

• PIC (Rotterdam) Convention– Prior Informed Consent (Information flow, trade

limitations)

• POPs (Stockholm)– Persisten Organic Pollutants

• Montreal Protocol to the Vienna Convention – Ozone Layer (CFCs, HCFCs, HFs)

• Global Framework on Chemical and waste

• Mercury (Minamata) Convention

• Science Policy Panel
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The European legal framework

• Directly apliccable EU law (regulations!)
• Implementation of EU/UN – legislation (Chemicals Act, 

Biocides Act, F – Gases Act, etc.)
• Specifying responsibilities, fines, duties
• Fine tuning (regulations)
• Specialities (lead shots, clay pigeons)
• Implementation of “International ChemPol”
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Paragraph 23 of the Johannesburg Plan

• „….aiming to achieve, by 2020, that chemicals are used and 
produced in ways that lead to the minimization of significant 
adverse effects on human health and the environment….“
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UNEA5: Science – Policy Panel! PLASTICS CONVENTION! 
Global Approach – endorsed in Bonn, 2024
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The chemicals‘ world beyond REACH

• Striving for „high level of protection for human health and the 
environment“

• (CLP – Regulation on Classification, Labelling and Packaging,  
VOCs, F-Gases, Detergents – EU “GHS”)

• Authoristaion regimes for  Biocides/Agricultural pesticides
• „Soft law“: Ecolabel, „Chemical Leasing“, Action plans 

(Nanomaterials)
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Additional specific instruments for specific topics –
some of them: „Made in Austria“

• Stakeholder platforms (Nano, international Chempol, REACH, Green Chem): 
Co-ordination, networking, Information exchange, decision making; Ministry 
steers, Agenda setting;

• Publications: “Chem News” “Brochures” (tailor made for consumers; 
household, garden, cleaning, do it yourself); “Books and papers” (focusing on 
topical highlights; precaution, MCS, Epigenetics, Entropy, Green Chemistry);

• Scientific Projects : trend setting and leadership 
• PARC! 1 Billion € Horizon Partnership on Science for Chempol
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Additional specific instruments for specific topics II

• “Action Plans” (mandatory such as for the POPs convention; 
voluntary – such as the Austrian Action plan for 
Nanotechnology, Microplastics, PFAS)

• Special focus on Enforcement  - the Austrian Enforcement 
Network (Focus – Programs; 2 annual meetings, service – 
website; sharepoint structure)
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Many thanks for your kind attention!

Dr. Thomas Jakl
Dept. Director General
Austrian Environment Ministry

Tel.: +43 1 71100 612330
Thomas.jakl@bmk.gv.at

mailto:Thomas.jakl@bmk.gv.at
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http://www.chemicalleasing.com/global-chemical-leasing-award
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„Chemical Leasing“ – the message in a nutshell

• Chemical products provide a broad variety of services (cleaning, 
coating, greasing…)

• The focus of economic interests is currently on the volume of 
products rather than on services.

• Shifting the focus more toward the “service-part” stimulates 
economically driven “care”

• It is in the interest of all the parties involved to use the 
substances with maximum efficiency 
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Traditional business models:

Contradictory motivations

Chemical leasing models:

Bundled motivations

Material
(costs, volume)

supplier

"the more the 

better"

consumer

"less is more"

Delivery of goods

Life cycle costs
(material, work, waste 

management)

supplier consumerDelivery of services

"less is more" "less is more"

Willingness and culture of corporation is required

Chemical Leasing: Motivations
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„Chemical Leasing“ is put into practice

Pilot I Pilot II Pilot III

Egypt  (UNIDO CPC)

Electrostatic Powder Coating

Egypt (UNDIO CPC)

Cleaning Equipment with 
Hydrocarbon Solvent 

Egypt (UNIDO CPC)

Hot Dip Galvanization- Fluxing 
Process 

Supplier: Akzo Nobel Powder 
Coatings S.A.E, electrostatic 
powder coating 

User: ABB ARAB, electrical 
technology, producer of  high 
and low voltage equipment 

Unit: coated m2 of final 
product 

Supplier: Dr Badawi Chemical 
Work, chemicals producer used in 
metal finishing 

User: GM Egypt, Automotive 
Company

Unit: produced vehicle

Supplier: Zinc Misr Company, 
management and recovery from 
different industries 

User: El Swedey Company, hot dip 
galvanization (zinc galvanization)  

Unit: galvanized ton of final 
product 
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„Chemical Leasing“ is put into practice

Pilot IV Pilot V Pilot VI

Mexico (UNIDO CPC)

Sugar mills

Mexico  (UNIDO CPC)

Electroplating

Russia (UNIDO CPC)

Wastewater Purification

Supplier: Chemical Mac Oil, 
S.A. de C.V. (Schutz Oil) and 
Suministro de Materiales 
Industriales, S.A. de C.V. 
(SUMAT), Lubricants
suppliers

User: Fideicomiso Ingenio
San Cristóbal 80333, sugar
mill

Unit:  sugar cane milled

Supplier: MARDI Inc., S.A. de 
C.V. (MARDI), Electroplating 

User: Cromadora Delgado, 
S.A. de C.V. (CRODEL), 
Electroplating

Unit: 10 Ampere-hour

Supplier: ERG, development of 
waste purification and disposal 
processes

User: Henkel-ERA, production of 
industrial, constructing and 
household glues, synthetic soaps 
and detergents

Unit:  cubic meters of purified 
water
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Synergies – Economic Experiences from Case Studies

• Combines know-how gained in product design and process 
design of manufacturer and applicant (Example: joint venture of 
manufacturer of furniture/paints)

• Enables business partners to offer solutions on the market  which 
would otherwise remain on the research and development stage 
- boost in competitiveness 
(Example: metal cleaning for car industry)

• The enhanced interlinking know-how exchange establishes long-
term co-operation along the supply chain (Example: paint 
stripping for furniture industry)
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share the same Philosophy

• REACH is going to mandate along the supply chain:

•  Information exchange                          
•  Monitoring procedures
•  Patterns for Sharing and Co-operation 
•  Documentation and assessment procedures

• By digital means!

• Case studies result: Chemical Leasing is supportive to REACH 
implementation. 
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The Award – a perfect tool to

• enhance the visibility of Chemical Leasing on 
a global scale

• present successful Chemical Leasing 
implementation  projects 

• encourage innovative application of Chemical 
Leasing 

• acknowledge contributions to disseminate 
Chemical Leasing
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2024: 4 Award Categories

• Case studies
• Special Innovation (Green Chemistry!)
• Scientific Publications
• Women led initiatives

• Weighted Criteria: Implementation, Innovation, 
Impact (economically, ecologically), Quality 
(multiplication potential, feedback), …

• Jury
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